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3. PRESENTATIONS 
 Nil. 
 

4. COMMENT & QUESTION PERIOD FROM VISITORS 
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• Teachers at NWSS are looking at teaching English First Peoples due to the 
Indigenous graduate requirement that has been rolled out. There is a level of 
excitement with the teachers in rolling out these courses. 

 
 
The public was given the opportunity to ask questions on matters that arose during the 
meeting. Please refer to the meeting video for full comments. 

 
Members of the public voiced concerns regarding discussions by the Board of Education 
regarding recommendations re: Policy #7 - Board Operations, advocacy for hybrid 
meetings, child care and the downtown core, and school lotteries for student registration.  

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Chair Dhaliwal acknowledged the receipt of the letters from members of the public, the 
majority of which centered around the debate to return to either in-person, virtual and/or 
hybrid school board meetings. Chair Dhaliwal clarified that item 5.(g) and 5.(h) were 
advocating for hybrid meetings, and not for in-person meetings as previously stated. 
 

6. 
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Current Board Committees include: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
(SOGI), Memorialization Advisory Committee (MAC), Sanctuary Schools, 
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2023-005 
Moved and Seconded  
   
THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) 
amend the board work plan as presented. 

        CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

8. NEW BUSINESS  
  

a. Transit for Teens Advocacy and Endorsement (Trustee Connelly). 
 

Trustee Connelly stated that Vivica Ellis created an amazing presentation and 
backgrounder report, and encouraged all present to review her case study which 
contains information on how one can access ‘free transit’ for youth. Providing young 
youth and teenagers with free access to public transportation can give one a life - a 
freedom and opportunity to actively participate in activities that they would otherwise be 
unable to do. 
 
Chair Dhaliwal, Vice-Chair Russell, and Trustees  Connelly and Andres thanked Vivica 
for bringing this important piece of work forward, and that access to transportation and 
education is critical. 

 
2023-006 
Moved and Seconded  

 
THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) 
endorse the Single Mothers’ Alliance Transit for Teens Campaign; and in doing 
so, write a letter to the Mayors' Council on Regional Transportation, the board of 
directors of BC Transit, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy, the Office of the 
Premier, the Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction, the Ministry 
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direction aligns with the correspondence received and noted earlier in the meeting for 
the ability to participate remotely. 
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Trustee Beattie and Vice-Chair Russell put forth the motion that the Board would like to 
see the language and policy changes at a subsequent meeting before the Board votes 
on these changes. 
       
THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) see 
the language and policy changes at a subsequent meeting before the Board 
votes on these changes. 
 
        CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
Moved and Seconded  
2023-013 
 
THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 40 (New Westminster) make 
the necessary changes to Policy 8 (Board Committees) to align with its meeting 
practices. 

 
        CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Superintendent Hachlaf provided clarity re: the recommended changes to Policy #7 - Board 
Operations to alleviate concern and address some of the public comments that were made 
earlier at the start of the meeting. 

Hachlaf stated that the goal of the BOE is not to mirror other districts, but do what it takes to 
meet the needs of our public.  

*The goal in front of the BOE is not to approve this complex policy, but rather a first attempt 
to garner further input and direction that one would want to achieve within their policy and 
the goal from there would be to take the comments, reflect on this input and come back to 
the Board for another review, and therefore move closer to a final product. We are at the 
beginning of this process, and this policy is a complex one as it relates explicitly to how the 
Board does its business. 

Superintendent Hachlaf stated that he has reviewed other districts, and in 



Minutes – January 31, 2023 
Regular Open Meeting of the New Westminster Board of Education 
 

 10 



Minutes – January 31, 2023 
Regular Open Meeting of the New Westminster Board of Education 
 

 11 

 
11. NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
 
 Tuesday, February 7, 2023: Education Policy & Planning Committee Meeting - 

3:30 pm - Power Alternate Elementary 
 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023: Operations Policy & Planning Committee Meeting - 
6:30 pm - via Zoom Link 

 
Tuesday, February 21, 2023: Open Board Meeting - 7:00 pm - via Zoom Link 
 
Events: 

• Discover New Westminster Schools 2023 – January 
• Black Shirt Day - January 15, 2023 
• Represent Board at BCPSEA AGM - January 26 - 27, 2023 
• Black History Month February 
• Family Day - February 20 
• Pink Shirt Day February 22 
• Represent Board at BCSTA Provincial Council Meeting - 


